Harold vrelsberg 
Hyattatown, Md. 20734 
September 26, 1966 


Editor, The Obeerrer 
London, England 

"ear Sir, 

•backing an address for Lord Devlin, I am writing you In the hope you will 
forward this letter to him* I wish 1 had the time for a longer canment, but I 
am busy with something the press has not Indicated might be forthcoming, the first 
of the second wave of books about the Warren Oommlssion. ^y book, WH1T£>11SH: THE 
REPORT ON THL. WARREN REPORT, was the first of the first wave. It was completed In 
mid-February 1965, published in a limited edition that summer, and when 1 finally 
abandoned hope of normal publication, what Into general distribution May 9 of this 
year* Despite Its severe handicaps, it has sold more than 13,000 copies, with no 
advertising end but improvised distribution. It, I think I can fairly claim, is 
the book that broke the ice of fhe frozen taboo* Because of Its success, which 
is really greater than the extraordinary sales figures reflect, I tentatively call 
the sequel WHITE^VASH II: WHO DID IT, Here, again with only the official documenta- 
tion, I think ^ make clear how such eminent and responsible men as those who were 
members of the ^OTnnisslon, could have put their names to such a document* 

Because of the anticipated unwillingness of people, especially the responsible 
press, to consider the great error that the ^eport is, I restricted myself in the 
first book also to the official evidence* It is the only book to have done this* It 
Includes everything of importance those later books fortunate enough to attract the 
conmerolal publishers have, and about twice as much content as all together have. You 
can learn this is not an author* s imiodesty by reading the book yourself. It has not 
been published In England, but in May I left a copy for your owner with Mr. Anthony 
Howard in advance of his planned visit to the Unit?d States, I have an agent in 
England, Mr* Gordon Hsrbord, 53 St* Martin's Lane, and I am confident he will make a 
copy available to you or Lord Devlin* The explicit conclusion of the book, that the 
Job h-^8 not besn done and must be, entirely In public and preferably by Congress, 
required dri.ther the destruction of the serious disputing of each of the Report's 
major conclusions* This I believe I accomplished. You can Judge for yourself. 

Today’s New York Times quotes Lord Devlin as saying in your edition of yeaterdaj 
"the known evidence on the firing times left the possibility open ( of a second assesE 
in), but as he saw it, only a possibility, with no trace of affirmatlTO evidence to 
support it." I think the answr is that Lord .Devlin might not know all the evidence* 

I would also suggest that the question of firing time alone is not what bears on this 
question* I hope he^ll h.'ve time to read all of my book, but falling that, perhaps he 
can read the related ciu^pters, "The Number of Shots" and "The Doctors and the Autopsy”. 

May 1 also suggest a remarkable political Immaturity characterizes much of the 
writing and criticism in this field* No one, and especially not Epstein, has addressee 
himself to the political realities of modern life and that of the busiest public 
servants. I had hoped ray few comments on how such bodies function, in the Intiroductlic 
would be sufficient for intelligent people* I fear I misjudged here. Epstein became 
the creature of one faction of the Commission's staff seeking self- Justification. If 
he was unaware of this pitfall, his mentor, an experienced historian, should not have 
been. Lane even edits all the questions from testifoony to render the staff, save for 
Its ch^f, with flfho ha had quarrelled, faceless* The importance of the staff In such 
bodle^hss been ignored by my co'ipetitors and our critics. 

3ilncerely yours. 


Harold Vfeiaberg 


